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(57) Abstract: A liquid crystal optical element capable of being provided separately from an object lens and used to correct wave 
fS| front aberration (mainly coma aberration and spherical aberration), and an optical device using such a liquid crystal optical element. 
^ The liquid crystal optical element comprises a first transparent substrate, a second transparent substrate, liquid crystal sealed between 
the first and second transparent substrates, and an electrode pattern that is used as an area for advancing or delaying the phase of an 
optical beam and to correct wave front aberration, characterized in that the area is formed to be small relative to the visual field of 
CD an object lens so as to practically stay within the range of the visual field of the object lens despite tracking by a tracking means. 
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